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February 20th, 1915. 


ve W e Jonns ori ® Te 8 e 9 i Pay sie F e9 
Belleville, 
Onte 


Dear Nr. Johnson,- 


Some time when you are at Liberty I would Like 
to have a talk with you on University matters. J am on the 


Govepnars,and I 


a a+ ¢ = 
ypenate aa 


quite re from lest there 


should te ja loss oF f stige ith funds enabling 


us to ho s.fand| enabling us that higher 


‘5 


whith the pub of Ontario demand. 
I know the intense efforts that are being made by all to carry 
the University through the present erisis in its affairs, - a 
erisis which affects the whole of Canada - and I feel that this 
greatest of #11 our inatitutions should receive specially favour- 
able consideration during this session of the Legislature. The 
splendid manner in which 1700 of her undergraduates have given 

up everything in the way of recreation in order to qualify them- 
selves as an Officers’ Training Corps speaks well for the public 
spirit that is generated in our great Provincial University. 


4200 undergraduates - there is no record like 


it in the whole of the British Mmpire. 1596 non-commissioned 
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officers and men and 25 officers were inspected by the Duke 
of Connaught vont three weeks ago, and he atated that noth= 
ing finer had been seen by him in all his experience. 

Apart from this, however, the absolute nec- 
essity of furnishing both equipment, buildings, and - higher 


than ail - the. very best men, both to guide and lead and 


teach t au (AU : Sh 39) @Y andi feel 


deeply af if: an} in this con- 


rious and depressing effect 


At -would 


nectio 


cas EO | a lel 
sly to hold our 


have not & 
of 
le pride, the 


upon th 


own but we &iro have 
in conparison with other Provinees, and other British Univer- 
sities. It is beeause I’ know that vou are such a warm 


friend of education, and such a philanthtopiec and patriotic 


Lover of Gntario that I write you as I have. The economic 
strain is great, but the vital need is greater. I know you 


Yours sincerely, 
will meet it. 
($igned) W..N. Ponton 
Chairman of Board of Education 
of City of Bellevitle. 
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